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time-honoured maxims, such as that " No injury to

the head is too trivial to be despised or too serious
to be despaired of," was borne out by the expe-
rience of everyone, though with regard to apparently z,
slight cases the lesson was still too often enforced by
practical neglect of its wisdom. The value, indeed the

essential necessity, of rest was recognised by all; it was

agreed that the rest should at all times be protracted; it

was less universally recognised that it must be prolonged in
proportion to the degree of responsibility attaching to the
patient’s occupation and his normal mental capacity for bear-
ing the same. A cordial vote of thanks to the orator, moved

by Mr. E. Owen and seconded by Sir W. S. Church, was carried
with acclamation. 

___

THE VARIATION IN ACTIVITY OF VEGETABLE
DRUGS.

IN the Pharniaceutical Journal of April 25th Mr. F. H.
Carr and Mr. W. C. Reynolds record some interesting
instances of variation in activity of vegetable drugs. It
was formerly thought that the quality of a drug could be
adequately estimated by appearance alone, but in reality the
mere inspection of a drug affords no safe criterion of its

physiological value. This is well illustrated by the following
examples, showing the highest and lowest percentages of
active ingredients found in a number of drugs that had
been previously selected as of apparently good quality :-

The case of ipecacuanha root is particularly interesting,
apparently satisfactory roots containing O. 98 to 1-83 per
cent. of emetine, the expectorant constituent, and 0’48 to
1’29 per cent. of cephaeline, the emetic principle. In a

list of 20 drugs mentioned by Mr. Carr and Mr. Reynolds the
maximum variation exceeded the ratio of 4 to 1 in no less
than nine cases and the variation was greater than 2 to 1 in
all cases, except in that of ipecacuanha. These results

emphasise the necessity for chemical or pharmacological
control in the making of galenical preparations whenever it
is possible to establish standards. Considerable progress has
been made during recent years in the direction of determin-
ing the strength of drugs by pharmacological means, particu-
larly in the case of drugs the active principles of which
cannot be conveniently determined by any known methods of
chemical assay. Some samples of cannabis indica have been
found to possess no characteristic physiological activity,
while others have been found to be extremely potent, and
similar results have been obtained with the group of
cardiac tonics, including digitalis, strophanthus, and squill.
Ergot varies so widely in activity that samples of the

carefully chosen drug have been found to possess less than
one-fifth the normal activity. These variations in strength
are attributable to many causes, including differences in
soil, climate, and time and mode of harvesting. Since these
factors are beyond the control of those who are responsible
for the preparation of medicines the great importance of

chemical and physiological standardisation is evident. It is

probable that similar variations occur in the case of all

vegetable drugs. This probability affords encouragement to
those who are seeking still further to isolate and to identify
the active principles of drugs and so to provide the physician
with more uniformly potent and more certain medicinal

agents. -

BLACKWATER FEVER RESEARCH.

A DESPATCH has been received from the members of the
Blackwater Fever Expedition of the Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine, Dr. J. 0. Wakelin Barratt and Dr. Yorke,
who left for Central Africa in August of last year. It shows
that the chief difficulty facing the expedition is the finding
cases of blackwater fever immediately within reach so as to
enable them to study the disease in all its stages on the spot.
The despatch, which is sent from Blantyre, says that a large
amount of preliminary laboratory work has already put the
pathogeny of blackwater fever on a different footing from
that which it at present occupies, but the investigations are
not sufficiently advanced to publish the results and, as all the
lines of research converge to the same point, it would, they
think, be desirable to publish their work as a whole, not
in several separate reports, each of which would be

amplified and more or less altered in the following reports.
12 cases of blackwater fever have occurred in the colony
since the arrival of the expedition. Two of these were out
of reach at the north end of Lake Nyasa, about a fortnight’s
journey from Blantyre, and one (alleged case) was not
reported. Of the remaining nine, which were all put under
observation, four were seen during the acute stage of the fever.
The investigators add: I We make a point of starting ofi
within a few hours whenever a case is reported to us, but
the rain and wash-outs on the railway have impeded our
progress. In consequence of this it was five days before the
last case, which occurred at Chiromo, was reached. The
rains have now ceased and the railway is in working order
again." 

-

THE PROMOTION OF UNIFORMITY IN THE
REGISTRATION OF DISEASES IN

HOSPITALS.

NONE can doubt that the annual statistical returns of the
diseases treated in the hospitals of Great Britain would
become far more valuable than they are at present if there
were some uniformity in the systems of classification

adopted. A scheme which has much to recommend it
was brought before the Section of State Medicine of the

Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland on May lst by Mr.
R. F. Tobin, surgeon to St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin. The
scheme was the outcome of an inquiry made by Mr. Tobin
at the instance of the Board of Superintendence of Dublin
hospitals receiving Government grants, of which body he is
secretary. It is in use in preparing the returns of the Army
Medical Service, for which purpose it is found to answer well,
and is based on the egcellent " Nomenclature of Disease" "

which is compiled and issued by the Royal College of Phy-
sicians of London, a work which deserves a wider application
than it at present receives. It suggests that in the admission
and discharge registers of every hospital, alongside the
column for the names of the diseases, a column should be
provided to receive the numbers appended to those several
diseases in the official nomenclature, which would afford a
ready means of grouping the various diseases when the
annual returns are prepared from the registers and would
enable those returns to be compiled from the books by clerks
with no medical knowledge. A great advantage of the scheme
is that it would lead to a uniform and excellent nomen-
clature and also, as Mr. Tobin says, to the banishment of such
vague terms as 

.. ‘ strnma," "scrofula," and so forth, which,
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though they may have a certain clinical convenience, are
not sufficiently well-defined for accurate and scientific
returns. Printed forms for the annual returns are to be

supplied to the various hospitals in Dublin which will come
under the scheme, in which the total numbers of the various
classes of diseases treated can be seen as readily as the
statistics of the individual disorders, and we reproduce here-
with part of a page of the form which has been approved by
the Dublin Hospital Board of Superintendence with illustra-
tive entries. The scheme has been adopted already by nine
Dublin hospitals and it is likely that many others in Ireland
will accept it also. We consider that its wide adoption in
English hospitals would be of considerable value to all

interested in collecting hospital statistics of diseases and
although it would doubtless entail a little more trouble on the I
resident medical officers charged with keeping the hospital
books they would gain a corresponding educational

advantage from its practice.
.A Classified Annual Return of the Diseases of Patients

treated in ......... Hospital during the year ended
3lst March, 19.......

The following entrzes are made with a view to illustration.

In addition to the above the form contains a column headed 
11 Remarks."

ACUTE PYELITIS DUE TO ACUTE APPENDICITIS.

THE literature of appendicitis has become so enormous
that it might be supposed that every complication of the
disease had been described. In the Maryland Medical
Journal for March and April Dr. Guy L. Hunner has reported
a complication-pyelitis-which does not appear to have

been previously noted. He reports four cases which have
come under his observation in the short space of three years
and therefore concludes that the complication cannot be
very uncommon. In the first case the patient was a nurse,
aged 26 years. For ten years she had complained of attacks
of pain in the right side with more or less constant pain in
the right renal region. Two severe attacks had occurred
within four weeks, necessitating the hypodermic injection of
morphine. The attacks began with throbbing in the rectum
and usually lasted several hours. Severe pain developed in the
pelvic region and was followed by pain in the right renal
region. In some attacks there was pain in the bladder.

Occasionally vomiting occurred. A number of attacks had
been followed by the passage in the urine of large amounts
of blood and pus. On examination the urine was found to be
normal. A wax-tipped bougie was passed up to the right

kidney and a skiagraph was taken with negative results.
The kidney was exposed and split from end to end. It was

large and showed on the surface indentations like scars, but
no stone could be found. The wound was closed, an extra-
peritoneal incision was made, and the ureter was explored
from the pelvic brim to the bladder with negative result.
The peritoneum was opened and an inflamed appendix was
found reaching over the pelvic brim and adherent to the
ureter. A section of kidney cortex taken from one of the
scar-like areas showed mild interstitial nephritis with areas
of glomerulo-nephritis. The attacks ceased. This case

proved of great value in the diagnosis of the following case,
A woman, aged 29 years, the wife of a medical practitioner,
was seen in consultation with her husband. Five weeks

previously while in Berlin frequency of micturition began
and lasted eight hours, then suddenly severe pain com-
menced in the right lumbar region and flank and extended
forwards and downwards to the pelvis. The temperature rose
to 103’ 5&deg; F. A large tender mass developed in the right
renal region. In the left renal region there was much pain
but palpation was negative. The urine contained a large
amount of pus. The patient was confined to bed for a.

fortnight. During the illness menstruation occurred at the
regular time but was not so free as usual. About a week
later bleeding began again and for three weeks, up to the
time when she was seen by Dr. Hunner, there was more or
less constant discharge of blood of a chocolate colour, with
an offensive odour. While returning to America another attack
occurred on shipboard. The history pointed to renal disease
but certain details made Dr. Hunner think of the first
case. The menstrual irregularity made him suspect tubal
pregnancy and this increased his suspicion of appendicitis
as he has frequently found tubal pregnancy dependent upon,
appendicitis. On this disease being suggested the patient
recalled the fact that she had had several sharp attacks of
indigestion during the voyage and an attack six months

previously which confined her to bed. Urine obtained by
catheterism and centrifugalised showed a few red corpuscles,
many epithelial cells, mostly degenerated, and epithelial and
granular casts. After rest in bed for 24 hours the urine

became normal. A wax-tipped bougie was passed up to th&
right kidney and on its way was obstructed in the region of
theappendix. Examination under ether showed far back and
high up on the right side a soft mass of about the size of the-
ovary adherent to the pelvic wall. On opening the-

peritoneum some free blood was found. The soft body
proved to be an unruptured tubal pregnancy attached to the-
pelvic wall over the ureter. The appendix was long and lay
over the pelvic brim, contained afascal mass, and was boand
down by dense adhesions to the mesoappendix and intestines
The appendix and tube were removed.

THE CLARENCE WING OF ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL

THE Clarence wing of St. Mary’s Hospital was built six
years ago in order to make use of a large bequest which,
was contingent upon its completion within a definite period.
The out-patient department in its basement has been built
and used since 1898, and during the last two years a floor of
the wing has been employed as a nurses’ home and a corner
of it has been fitted up as a therapeutic inoculation depart-
ment under the control of Sir Almroth Wright. Lack of
funds has prevented the badly needed wards from being
opened for in-patients, however, as the sum of &pound;20,000,
which was the very least required for their equipment and
endowment, has been lacking. During this week a three.

days’ f6!ie and bazaar has accordingly been held in the
hitherto unoccupied wards, which it is hoped will result in
their speedy conversion to their proper uses. The fete was
under the patronage of the Prince of Wales, President.
of the hospital, the Princess of Wales, and other


